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S�e�ar� Campbell. A friend had sen� hi� �he �ollowing �rom Sco�land on 
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Amer i ca�s Nova series �as originall0 planned 

hour · long �ocumen�ary 1n 
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as �he� had previously clone af�er investiga�ing tales a� alien 
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instead come down �irmly on the sicle o� �he believers . The programme i,.i i 1. l 
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us were sceptics on �he way out, � she said" �on the return journey i� is 
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�old the progr�mme makers that this �ype of' pr�histor1c whale� she pre�ers 
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undula�ion or with the assis�ance o� a �f'luke� � a propeller-like tail�in. 
It was warm-blooded mammal� r�ther than a rep�ile which is cold-blooded. 

u.n·····r· · i ..... . ::..1 ed .;:..r··r··.::..'::l ()·f F·i·-·of·,;::·;::. ·:.:. i .:::.·ri.::..1 
staff from American Underwa�er � ... ;ho 1-"1.::..d j u.�.·t_. 

c.:=•IYtF' ].,:.�·t.•:::·d � .. .l>:)i"··l·<. .:::.-1'1 ·t.he h;..I.Yt"�:.. ·fcq···. t.h;;::· T!.·�H F 1 i ':.;lhi:.. :::::(1 t��::··for··;;::· C()!'ii i Yl'�� t .. o 
�=; (:1:1 t_. 1 .:•.'i"i(�l u .�r (){· .. \'Ct F' i :::.l·''t 1-��.s..l .'::\t· -p::·.::t ()·f' ·f' t_. t··li!:' i .::b::· .:l. t ... !· . .  t.::r:t... r .. �·,;:;:· t._:;t l,t,iE· \.-. ,:;:· r-:,r··(){"• ;:;:·:;;:. :.::. 1 ()'ft.::i.l 
cr:::!YI i .::: :::: .. :·l·.l.:_ :;· 1 .. .1.:::·1·-·•::· j U.:=:.'l:.. I..I.Yt· .... b:!. .:;;.:::.•:.�·d :• :• l· .. p;:· :::: .. ::•.':::!::::. .. !· .. !�;:· 1 ... 1.::•.::::. i ·iyt:_.t-· i qu . .:::·.:::! l:)l:::i ·!:1• ::�.�::�\· ... 11::·::;;. ()·f 

miles along the �loor o� the 
1 ocJ··, .. Th.:::·!::� � .. .�.:::·;· .. ·��=· ::::.F··:•.c.:::·d E"'·/�:::· ·n 1 ':::l .�4.b()I.J."t t:::.ta i'l!'l:..::�. .::q::•.::.x···t. .:1.nd �==··�.eh ;;::o mt..::::. i Yt 1 ... i :i. d·t.i···i .. 

The� were so regul�r they could have been man-macle . 
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�hen alo ng again �owards Fo�� ��gu��us.) 

Ano�her �earn member � Carr is convi nce� �he sonar contacts they made 

were on a 'biological targe�'. So, is there a mbns�er in Loch Ness? Carr 

said �hey were no� able �o swe�p �he whole loch� so he was not prepared �o 

say �here was no�. 

Nova is seen in 110 coun�r i es and is s�aple die� �or schools� We are a 

TV pro9ramme and we have �o en��rtain. said Melanie Wallace " Bu� we wan� 

�o do �he de�in i t i v e �ake " We �re s�icklers �or accuracya Many people 

coming to work �or us �or �he �irs� time are amazed a� just how much 
at�en�ion we pay to de�ail. We check everything out many times" Th i s is 

serious s c ien ce with legi�imate in�orma�ion. Producer Kirk Wol�inger was 

impressed wi�h many o� the eye-witnesses interviewed� but par�icu l ar ly 

f"ot ... ffiE•!• ... CI[l c�hi.::·f· I.::..n c:.:..met"'On .. t-·1,;::· , .. J.£+.:5 ·fi::...;hin•;:l l.r.lit..h .;.. ·fl·-·iEn"'td .;, in 'f: .. h�? 1:::r?,):E.:o 

it_. •.• J.:: ... =.. .� ... n 

c:urPE·nt.. Hi:.. 
ot.h.:=·t"· :.:::. i d•:::-

=..i-:;�ht.in-;1 on 

t_. ho u. ·�h t_. 
inanimate object� �hen he realized i� was moving against �he 

friend saw it as well:- 200 yards away� as d i d p�ople on �he 

o� the loch . They watched i� �or 50 minutes, the longes� 

r-·E·t:.-:or·d.. �; .;:.,id �'-'o l·f i ·r .. ;::ter·· =- , It"· •.•.•E· h-?.�.d bE·l i e···lE·d t.ha::· l •:•ch t·4.::·:=.s 

Monster did not ex1st we would have s�id i� loud and clear � Instead the 

totality of the evidence, the eye-witnesses and the sonar� le�d me to say=­
a�ter 30 days on the loch=' tha� there is something th�0� tha� has to be 
re so l ved � �  The Nova expedition was led by Or Robert Rines, who produced 

the �amous Flipper pictures back in the ='70s, and his Massachuset�s 

Institute o� technology colleague Charles W�chof�� Rines said he was 

encouraged that the Nov� team appear to have �ou�d tha� there is still 

life in Nessieu Now Rines and ��cho�f plan� early this year� to se� up a 

permenen� underwa�er r e cording si�e in the v i c i n i �y o� Urquhar� cas�le . 
The Nova programme was transmit�ed on 27th April �98" I had been 

looking �orward to i�, �nd was not disappointedu I �elt it was a well 
pt-·c��::lu.c.::·d doc•.t.ment ... . :..t--'::1 .�.-... ,d ·;;;1.�.'·/t:=· .�. ), i (:E·l �� b.;t.l.:..Y·JI::•::·d .._, i �-:::-s .•. s •:'If· t_.h.::· m'::t:E· t . .:;·t-·':::1 u 

Allowing the sceptics �o presen� some o� �heir c�se, as well as �he 

believers. No� surprisingly �hey did no� come up wi�h �he incon�rovertible 

pt-··�or '.·Je .�.11 1 ook f'cw· :• bo. t.. it. mu.:::.1�. · be ;·"E·rliE·rt'ibet··,;:·d ·U·I ·�: 'd '.•Jet" I:"::- or-:-er-·.::t.:t. i on.:t.l on 
the water for only a matte r o� daysu They did succeed� �s many have 

be�ore:- in obt�ini�; son�r contact with large tar get s u The .overall result 

and opinion seemed posi�ive. 
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has passed on some v�ry sacl news� Charlie Wycho�� died 

I do nc•t. · l··i-�.'·le ,;:·;-::.:•.et. 

hospitl �or a short period be�ore. Alastair s�id heew�s very shocked:- as I 
think we all will be. He s�id Ch�rlie had been in �ind �orm las� year , on 

t.ht;;· t·�.:.� .... . �. e�<p.;.·d it_. i. on.. 11 . . ,;:::·':::1 h.�.d dine.:�.! t_.o·;;t;:;·t.hET· .::.. ·fe:,.l t_. i rlt�·s .:..nd f1l.:..s.t . . �. :i. r·· 

�ound him most �or�hcom i ng ab��t �he work �hat was being done and very 

good company . . Charlie will be mourned by the scienti�ic communi�Y and th e 

Loch Ness �r�terni�y. He did much inov��ive work in a long and success�ul 

career, a very sad l ose . 
PI CHf-tPO t·JH I TE 

In NIS 131 I reported on a series of pho�ographs that Richard took i n  

March '97. As I wrote then, I am GertaiD they were o( a decaying boa� 

wake. The one unusu�l aspec� was the small dark object which appeared in 
one o� them. The last one I think. Once �gain I �elt it was about a foo� 
high, ra�her than three or �our �eet� and may be e xplaine d as a water bi�d 
sur�acin9 among �he w�ke disturbance. Or as Steve Feltham suggested a 
piece o� �lo�sam agita�ed by �he wake disturbance � In any c�se� despite 

b.::· i ·ng .;:.. rnoment. of hi 9h t::':=<c i t . .:=·!YtE·nt�. ·fot�· P i  ch.:..t-·(::1 :o I .::4.i'lt su,r-· .. :;:- it_. 1 ••• 1.::•.s l't'to:=.i�. 

clefinatel� no� o� any signi�igance as a Monster s i gh�ing" 

So I was a bit surprised �o read in �he press that Richa�d had b�en 
presented with the Willam Hill ' Best Nessie Sighting o� t he Year ' award:- a 

Or depend ing on which paper you read� William Hill� 

boo!-a:.m.:..kE·r· :• .:•rE· •:d"··r·�:::·r·· in·:� odd:;:. of· ;;�5121 t_.o l -�.g.;.. i n:::;.t_. P':::ts. i c.:..l E . .., .. i d.:::· ne.:· of· 
Nessie bei�3 produced be�ore J anuary 1st 2000. They ha nded Mr Whi�� the 

£500 prize in recognition b� h i s contribution to the myst ery . Three weeks 

later the Inverness Courier had a piece that r@ported Richard Whi te , with 
his wife� were preparing to �ly out to Canada. The coverge in the press o� 

his awara o�· £500, led to him bei�g contacted by �he Can��aian 
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i mp r e s s e d  C BC e v 2 � i ng s h ow h o s �  Bob W i l s o n � t h a � h e  i n v i t e d  R i ch a r d  � o  
t.e l 1  i n  · � r o � �  o� a stud i o  aud i ence . So R i c h a r d  a nd w i � e , 

B e r � l � w e r e to � l y  t o  T o r o n t o  � o r  a · w e e k � ge t � i n g V I P  t r e a t m e n t . 
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s u c h  b e n i � i t s � o r  R i chard . You c a � n o t  � au l t  R i chard � i n  a w a y  i t  is good 

l u.ci·.:. I do wonde r wh a t  g u i d a n c e  H i l l s ,  .). ::::. t t .···. 'i 'j :,r.r :;;: ,t. J. as C B C , r e c i e v e d , 

� .. .1h i c h adv i ce ?  T h e  n e w s p a p e r  r e p o r � s  s a i d  

�ha � cou l d  b e  done . You do not n e e d  � o  b e  a 
s c i e n � i s � t o  r e c o g n i ze t h e  p a � t e r n  f r o m  a b o a �  w a k e . A l s o t o s e e  f r o m  t he 

t_.h .;:;. t. i �  w a s  f a r � r am b e i n g i n  � h e  m i dd l �  o� th� l oc h , � n d  o n l �  i nche s 
!·-· .�i. i�. l· .. t E· l·-· ·t. \· .. ! .::'. "Cl f •:=· ;;;;· t. i:, .;:;. ]. 1 " 

I f  W i l l i a m H i l l  h a v e  

contr i bu t i o n s  t o  t he 

:::; .. �. i ·:::! 
l e � � e r  from A n d r e as 

y e a r s � a n  o f f i c i a l  l o o k i n g ( he t h i nk s  of the I nv e r n e s s  T o w n  C o u n c i l )  p a p e r  

i n  a s m a l l s h o w- c a a s e  f i xe d  o n  the outs i de wa l l  o� the o l d  Of � i c i a l  

r··k:· :::. :=. E :··:: h i b i t. i o ·n bu i l d i Yt';?:l " .; ... 
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For bus i ne s s  r e a s ons he .w � s  n o t  ab l e  t o  � i x  e x a c t  d � t e s , bu� e xp e c t e d  i t  

t o  b e  J u l y  or S e p t e m be r . As t � � i r  b o a t  ' W i tc h  of t he M 1 s t ' i s  n ow b a s e d  a� 
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re ady w i th h i s  cam e r a ,  he t ook s o m e  qu i t e g ood photogr aphs of i t � wh i ch he 
k i nd l y  s e nt to me . ·  . ·- .···. ·.-. + .:::· •:: I I '-· h i iYt .;:; . 
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Andr e a s  po i nt e d  o u �  t h a �  s ome 200 m e � r e s  t o  t h e  r i ght of t h e  j e t t y  the 
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:::. �.J. ,�=�\:�� ;=· �� ·t. ;;· ;:::i ·t. \··1.:�. i:.. t···i .::;.r·· ·t. i ·rt l·"i .;,_cj r:�() :�:. �::.:. 1 !:) l �:::t t=��· .. l() ·r_.,:) \�� l·-· .:�. t=�t· .. ! ;::· c:l ·t. t···t ;::� 

a s  a r i ve r  e m p t i e s i n t o  a l ar g e r  b o d y  o f  w a t e r . 

These cou l d  be more a p p a r e n t  af t e r  p e r i ods o� h e avy �a i n � w h i ch i s  v e r y  
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same I wrot e  ask i ng . I �  w a s  

h�d r e t ur n e d  to Andr e as � 
��d he s e n t  me a c o p y  of t h e  q u e s t i o n n a i r e he 
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c a l m . F r o m t h e · Photogr aphs , I wou l d  h a v e  c l a � s e cl i t  a s  l a r g e r i p p l e  or 

s m a l l w a v e s � a n  the s c � � e  i u s e  whe n w a t ch i ng .  T h a t  cou l d  be i mpor t a n t  as 
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s a i d  he h a d  f l own �o 
I ·rl .,_,. ;;�· r·· n ;;::· ::::. ::::. :• t. h :i. ::;:. 1: .. !·-· i p " 
c a l l e d ' Easy Je � � � i �  wai o n l y  £ 2 9 , L u � o n  � o  l n v e r n e s s a Wh i ch i :::-

How e v e r  i �  1 s  one o� � h o s e  de a l s  whe re you are not a b l e  � o  
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ca l l e d � h e  d o c � o r � he c a m e , and w a s  b a c k  � w i ce l a t e r u T a b l e � s � 
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� am i l i 2 s c l u b b e d  � o g e t h e r  � o  e n a b l e  D o r i s � and 

i�. ;::; t::1 :_'_ ::::. t: .. t·"· .:�. l i .:;1. ·t. �·-! i :.:::. ��:: 1:""::· r-::• ·t. �::· \Yt k.J E· , .... · .::�. Y'i (-J () (:: 1:�. 1:,i:) 1::· r' :• t .. () ',/ i ::��- i ·t� 

s e e� s  t o  b e  no m e d i c a l  r e a s o n  why Oor i s  shou l d  no� make �he �r i p � prov i ded 
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I ask you � o  b e a r w i th me a n d _ a p p r e c i a � e  � h e  d i � � i cu l t i e s I h a v e  
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